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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITMENT: 
 

The Religious Education Program is a dynamic ministry of Christian nurture, the goal of which is to nurture youth 

into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and live as his disciples. 
 

 The skeletal strength of the Religious Education Program is provided by parents making a serious commitment in 

furthering your own child’s religious experience. Without parent involvement, the Program becomes weak and does not 

accomplish the goals that we have set for ourselves.  The following commitments to further the faith of your family will 

make their religious educational experience a rewarding one: 
 

 Attending Mass every weekend. 

 The pastor(s) will participate and provide leadership in the Program. 

 An adult family member will make a commitment to attending the annual Parents’ Meeting and other 

required meetings. 

 The child(ren) regularly attending the Religious Educational Sessions and Activities. 

 There will be financial participation by families. 

 Parents and family members will be called to offering their gifts (time, talents, abilities, & etc.) in service 

to support the Program.  

 
THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY PARTICIPATION: 
  

The Religious Education Program is an integral part of the Christian Education of the Church. It works because of 

people like you who take seriously the faith development of the young people in our Parish and community. By 

registering a young person for the Religious Education Program you have made a commitment to participate in the 

Religious Education Program with the young people of our church. It is expected that one adult from every family with a 

child registered in the Religious Education Program will support their young person and the Religious Education Program.   

The Catechists and Parish Leaders also have made a commitment to create an environment conducive to developing our 

children’s knowledge of our wonderful faith.  The Covenant of Partnership (Page 6) helps us indentify & remember the 

awesome responsibility that we, as parents, have in nurturing and supporting our children’s growth in their 

relationship with Jesus. 
 

 

  

 

REGISTRATION: 
 

Registration is not complete until a parent, or a sponsoring adult has attended a Parents’ Meeting where they will: 

 Complete registration forms. 

 Pay the fees (A Sponsorship Program is available for those you are unable to pay the fee.  Contact the 

Religious Ed. Office for more details.) 

 Make a commitment to share his or her gifts in the Program. 

 

Fees: 
Payment of all fees at the time of registration is preferred. However, payment arrangements can be made 

upon request to pay 50 % at the time of registration and the rest of the fee installments to be completed by 

December 31st.   The following fees have been set to help the churches pay for the Religious Education 

Program. The fees do not cover all costs. 
 

   Annual Cost per participant: 
  

   First Child:   $20.00   

Second Child:   $10.00   

Third Child:   $10.00 

   Maximum per family:  $40.00  
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SAFETY AT CHURCH: 

  

We wish to assure you that we take very seriously the safety of every young person and adult who participates in 

any part of the Religious Education Program.  We have established standards of safety, and policies and procedures that 

will keep everyone as safe as possible. 

 Each year all first aid kits are checked for supplies. All leaders are informed as to the location of all kits. 

 An adult is supervising each group of young people at all times. 

 Everyone is given directions for emergency evacuation of the Church. 

 The Church building is checked for safety every year. 

 In some cases zero tolerance will be in effect for any student causing the safety of another to be in danger 

while at Religious Education. 
 

 

Posted on the parish hall bulletin board is a set of basic safety rules for all students to follow to protect the students 

from getting hurt. Please review all the rules listed within this Safety at Church section with your child(ren) for 

reinforcement: 
 

 NO RUNNING! (The floors can be very slippery in spots.) 

 

 NO HORSE-PLAY. (Again, the floors are slippery and very, very hard.)  

 

 NO CLIMBING ON TABLES, COLUMNS OR WALL DIVIDERS. 
 

 NO PLAYING IN THE RESTROOMS, THE ELEVATOR, OR STAIRCASE AREAS. 
 

 USE INSIDE VOICES…(Loud sounds echo in the hall and can be distracting to others.) 

 

 NO ROAMING THROUGH THE BUILDING UNSUPERVISED...There are many very dark areas.  (The 

church building should be treated with respect as it is God’s House.) 

 

 STUDENTS ARE NOT TO LEAVE THE BUILDING DURING CLASS TIME UNLESS THEY ARE 

PICKED-UP BY A PARENT/GUARDIAN. 
 

 WHEN LEAVING AT THE END OF THE NIGHT – STUDENTS SHOULD WAIT DOWN IN THE 

HALL UNTIL THEIR PARENTS/GUARDIANS COME TO PICK THEM UP.  When leaving the 

building “WATCH FOR TRAFFIC” (There are many cars coming to pick-up children and in the dark the 

parents in the cars may not be able to see children running out in front of them.) 

 

 IN THE WINTER, NO THROWING SNOWBALLS OUTSIDE THE CHURCH… (We don’t want 

anyone to get seriously hurt or for any property damage to occur.) 

 
 IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY WHERE WE NEED TO LEAVE THE BUILDING, FOLLOW 

YOUR TEACHER’S INSTRUCTION AND STAY TOGETHER AS A (CLASS) GROUP.  (We will be 

having fire drills during the Religious Ed. Year.)   

   

If you have any questions about the safety of your child or youth when he or she is on the premises of the Church, 

please contact the Coordinator of our Religious Education Program or your pastor.   
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DIOCESAN SAFE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM 

 The establishment of a safe environment program is mandated by the U.S. Bishops’ Charter and Norms for 

helping protect children from child sexual abuse.  The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People requires 

that all church staff and volunteers that have regular contact with children attend an awareness session and have criminal 

background checks.  The other components of the diocesan safe environment program encompass education and training 

for volunteers, parents, and children.  These training sessions are provided for each group as the Diocese determines 

appropriate.    

 

 

DISCIPLINE WITHIN THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM: 

There is one very important rule in the Religious Education Program: 

“Everyone is to treat everyone as a child of God. 

No one has the right to treat anyone as if they do not matter.” 

  
All relationships in the Religious Education Program are guided by this rule. In the Religious Education Program 

we believe that nothing is more important to God than our relationships with others and with God himself. Every aspect of 

theology has to do with relationships. 

 

 The word Discipline comes from the word Disciple. Christian discipline is the teaching of self control and how to 

respond as Jesus would respond to unacceptable behavior. This requires risking and making ourselves vulnerable, but it is 

only in this approach that we can teach what Christian love is all about. 

 

 We learn from our conflicts. Discipline situations are opportunities for teaching and for the students to take 

responsibility for their actions. Adults model resolutions that build self-esteem and help young people understand what it 

means to treat each other as Children of God. We give them the tools to build healthy Christian relationships. 

 

 Unacceptable behavior will be dealt with as quickly, and justly as possible. Courtesy is expected at all times 

regardless of the part of the Program in which the students is engaged. We ask that the family support our approach to 

discipline, and that cooperation with others in the Program and staff be stressed. 

 

 It is necessary that parents and students read the discipline policy of the Religious Education Program adopted 

and approved by the Religious Education Board. 

 

Classroom conduct: 
As our time for Religious Education is very limited, we ask your cooperation in the observance of the following 

regulations. 

 

1. Much time is lost when students come late for the Religious Education Program. Parents will be notified 

if their child is consistently late. 
 

2. Students need to bring their materials to class each week. Parents will be notified if their child 

consistently forgets to bring their materials to class. 
 

3. Attendance of classes in very important to the success of the Program. If your child is absent consistently, 

parents will be notified. 
 

4. Hats and/or caps need to be removed during class time. 
 

5. All areas in use need to be in order before leaving. Children need to help clean – up their designated class 

time and snack areas. 

 

6. Eating or chewing gum during class time is up to the teacher of the class. 
 

7. Running, horse-play, throwing snowballs or using “loud voices” are actions that can lead to endangering 

everyone’s safety and therefore are strictly prohibited. 
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8. When arriving and leaving Religion Class, students must watch for traffic.  Students are not to play on the 

street during these times, as the traffic can be quite heavy.   
 

9. All students need to be respectful to all staff members and fellow students while they are at any Catholic 

Religious Activities. 
 

10. The parents of the students will be held responsible for any damage done to tables, books, or parish 

property. 
 

11. No drugs, alcohol, or tobacco will be allowed on the premises or parking lot. 
 

12. All electronic devices shall be turned off and put away during the Religious Ed. Evening.  Students will 

have their devices confiscated if in violation of this policy, and device will only be returned to their parent 

at the end of the evening. 

 

Discipline Policy and Implementation: 

 

The following disciplinary procedures will be obeyed by all students participating in the Religious Education Program at 

St. Paul’s and Sacred Heart Parishes: 
 

When and if a student violates the above policies or causes continuous disturbance in the classroom or on the 

premises, a telephone call may be made to the parents by a teacher or coordinator depending on the severity.  A 

letter may then sent to the parents by the Program Coordinator to verify the telephone call. A copy will be kept on 

file in the Coordinator’s office. If after this warning, the disturbance continues, the parents may be asked to come 

to the Religious Office (St. Paul’s \ Sacred Heart) and take the student from the premises. There may be times that 

the parents may be asked to take the child home immediately upon an incident that is judged to be severe or 

endangering others safety.  This student may not return until there is an understanding in a meeting, before the 

next Religious Activity, with the Pastor, the Program Coordinator, Parents, and Student. 

 
MISC. POLICIES: 

 

Visitors: 
 At times we will allow visitors who must contact the office at least two days ahead of time to make arrangements. 
 

Absence: 
If your child is going to be late or absent, please call the Religious Ed. Office at 337-0810 prior to the tardy or 

absence.  
 

Snow Days: 
When schools close, Religious Education Classes are cancelled.  When possible, the Religious Ed. Office will 

contact the schools so that an announcement can be made to remind students. We will also utilize social media 

to communicate closings if possible. 
 

 

Religious Ed. Office: 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to stop by the Parish Office, located in the 

Sacred Heart Church, or call  337-0810. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 

 

 

Covenant of Partnership 
2019/2020 

Baptism establishes a child in an intimate personal relationship with Jesus. 
The child becomes one of his disciples and a member of the community of disciples, the Church. 

At Baptism, parents, the parish community, and the parish’s catechists assume together  
the awesome responsibility to nurture and support the child’s growth in this relationship. 

 

Children’s names:  ________________________________ 
 

     ________________________________ 
      

________________________________ 
      

________________________________ 
 

For the sake and responsibility of the above listed child(ren), we, the undersigned 
parents/guardians, catechists, and Parish Leaders enter into this covenant of partnership, pledging ourselves: 

 

As Parents/Guardians… 
 To model the faith we seek to share with the children God has entrusted to us. 

 To participate weekly in the parish’s Eucharist (the Sunday and Holy Day Masses) with our children. 

 To provide opportunities in the home for our children to experience family prayer, the celebration of religious and 

family traditions, and works of care and service to others. 

 To insure that our children regularly attend faith formation classes and other catechetical activities scheduled for 

them by the parish. 

 To participate in parent sessions as required by the parish. 

 To be knowledgeable of and make good faith efforts to fulfill the “Expectations of Parents” for my children’s 

grade levels as delineated in the diocesan faith formation curriculum document.  

 To cooperate with our children’s catechist(s) and maintain open communication with them. 
 

As Catechists… 
 To model the faith we seek to share with the children entrusted to us. 

 To treat each child entrusted to us with reverence and Christian concern. 

 To prepare ourselves diligently through study and prayer for each session we teach. 

 To communicate in a timely way with parents regarding their child’s progress, responsibilities, needs, and 

accomplishments.  

 To seek feedback from parents and be responsive to the needs, concerns, and suggestions they give us. 

 

As Leaders of the Parish Community… 
 To regard the catechetical ministry as one of the parish’s central responsibilities. 

 To provide an adequate budget & facilities that will insure a top quality program of catechesis for each child. 

 To model the faith we seek to share with the children entrusted to us. 

 To help each child feel welcomed and valued as a member of the parish community. 

 To plan & celebrate parish liturgy with sensitivity to the needs of all age groups, including children & youth. 

 To provide opportunities and activities with sensitivity to our families and their needs. 

 To encourage and support the building of a “friendly and caring” parish community. 

 

We enter this Covenant freely and with a firm determination to fulfill our responsibilities. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian 

 


